a06                     SOUTHERN INDIA
best he can to receive the seed. He is dependent
on showers for irrigation, and there are seasons
when these fail and all his labour is of no avail.
Still he perseveres, putting in nothing but hand
labour of the severest kind.
The Budaga continues to pay a small tribute
to the Toda, which, however, the Toda cannot
legally enforce. Possibly the payment is made
with the understanding that the crops will be
protected from trespass on the part of the Todas'
cattle.
The language of the Budagas is akin to Malay-
alam, but the origin of the race is not known.
He is of fairer complexion than the Toda, who
is swarthy, and the Kurumba, who is dark brown.
He is not known to exist anywhere except on the
Mlgiri Hills, There is not much crime among
these peaceful hill tribes. The Budagas are too
busy, the Todas and Kurumbas are too remote
from their fellow-men to suffer much from friction
with other races.
The Budagas worship local deities. They are
visited occasionally by gurus or religious teachers
whom they reverence. When a visit is under
contemplation word is sent that the guru is
coming. The Budagas turn out in numbers to